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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Government: 20.8%
Retail: 14.1%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Capt. Charlie’s Seafood

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Columbia: population 592 

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
87.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Beaufort County Community College

TYRRELL

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 4.0 3.5
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 1.2 1.0
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 7.0% 4.9%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $31.3 $46.2

Tyrrell County  
Economic Development
252-796-1371
tyrrellcounty.org

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Healthcare: 15.6%
Retail: 14.5%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Walmart

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Henderson: population 14,703

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
71.3 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Vance-Granville Community College

VANCE

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 43.7 41.2
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 14.8 14.1
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 9.1% 4.4%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $31.5 $45.8

Henderson-Vance County 
Economic Development Corp. 
252-492-2094
vancecountyedc.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Government: 21.4%
Education: 14.8%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Glen Raven 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Norlina: population 938

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
58.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Vance-Granville Community College

WARREN

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 20.1 18.7
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 3.4 2.9
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 8.8% 4.7%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $27.7 $39.0

Warren County 
Economic Development 
252-257-3115
warrencountync.org

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Education: 19.6%
Hospitality: 16.6% 

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Appalachian Regional Healthcare System

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Boone: population 20,589

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
31.8 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Appalachian State University - Boone and 
Hickory; Caldwell Community College and 
Technical Institute

WATAUGA

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 51.8 55.0
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 21.8 25.1
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 5.8% 3.5%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $31.9 $53.0

Watauga Economic 
Development Commission 
828-264-2225
boonechamber.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing: 16.5%
Construction: 13.4%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
ATI Specialty Materials 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Indian Trail: population 45,045

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
43.4 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Wingate University;
South Piedmont Community College

UNION

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 215.2 265.7
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 57.6 74.3
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 5.4% 3.2%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $44.1 $72.6

Union County Economic Development 
980-476-5279 | unioncountync.gov

City of Monroe Economic Development 
704-282-4526 | developmonroe.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Healthcare: 12.4%
Professional Services: 11.7%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
UNC Health Rex

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Raleigh (part): population 498,975

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
51.7 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Meredith College; William Peace University; 
St. Augustine’s University; Shaw University; 
N.C. State University; Wake Technical 
Community College

WAKE

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 995.5 1,216.3
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 490.6 653.2
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 4.9% 3.1%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $50.6 $81.3

Wake County Economic 
Development 
919-664-7000
raleigh-wake.org

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing: 20.7%
Healthcare: 15.4%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Domtar Paper 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Plymouth: population 3,136

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
85.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Beaufort County Community College;
Martin Community College

WASHINGTON

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 12.1 10.4
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 3.5 3.1
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 7.4% 4.5%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $32.6 $48.8

Washington County 
Economic Development 
252-793-5823
washconc.org/economic-de-
velopment

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Healthcare: 16.9%
Retail: 15.1%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
UNC Health Wayne 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Goldsboro: population 35,207

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
62.6 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
University of Mount Olive
Wayne Community College

WAYNE

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 122.1 118.7
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 42.5 41.9
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 6.5% 3.7%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $35.0 $50.7

North Carolina Global TransPark 
Economic Development Region 
252-775-6180
ncgtpedr.com



92 N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  G U I D E

AROUND THE STATE | COUNTY BY COUNTY

For sources and notes, see page 92

AROUND THE STATE | COUNTY BY COUNTY

92 N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  G U I D E

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Healthcare: 17.2%
Manufacturing: 16.3%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Tyson Farms 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
North Wilkesboro: population 4,453

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
42.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Wilkes Community College

WILKES

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 67.7 66.3
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 20.9 18.9
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 7.0% 3.8%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $32.1 $49.4

Wilkes Economic 
Development Corp. 
336-838-1501
wilkesedc.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing: 24.5%
Construction: 10.2%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Unifi Manufacturing 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Yadkinville: population 3,063

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
65.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Surry Community College

YADKIN

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 37.5 37.7
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 9.6 10.1
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 5.1% 3.1%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $33.3 $49.9

Yadkin County Economic 
Development Council 
336-679-2200
yadkinedc.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing: 19.1%
Healthcare: 12.8%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Bridgestone Americas 

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Wilson: population 49,670

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
59.5 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Barton College;
Wilson Technical Community College

WILSON

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 79.2 78.9
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 38.0 35.1
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 9.0% 5.1%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $35.9 $52.6

Wilson Economic 
Development Council 
252-237-1115
wilsonedc.com

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 
Manufacturing: 28.1%
Retail: 13.9%

LARGEST PRIVATE-SECTOR EMPLOYER 
Altec Industries

LARGEST CITY/TOWN 
Burnsville: population 1,636

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX 
52.0 cents per $100 value

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Mayland Community College

YANCEY

2014 2024*
POPULATION (000S) 17.8 18.6
EMPLOYMENT (000S) 3.7 4.6
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 6.8% 4.1%
PER CAPITA INCOME (000S) $31.2 $45.4

Yancey County Economic 
Development Commission 
828-682-7722
yanceycountync.gov/

S O U R C E S
Population, counties, largest city/town, employment and unemployment rate: N.C. Office of State Budget and Management. Hyde and Currituck counties have no 
incorporated towns. Employment share by industry sector and largest private-sector employer: N.C. Department of Commerce Labor and Economic Analysis 
Division, as of fourth quarter of 2024. 2025-26 property-tax rate: N.C. Department of Revenue. Per capita income: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.  
Community colleges are listed for every county in their designated service area.		

*Per capita income is for 2023, the most recent year available.
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After being named the top state for business by CNBC for two consecutive 
years, North Carolina fell to No. 2 in 2023. However, the state continues to land 
companies investing millions and billions of dollars, and its education system, quality 
of life, business incentives and collaboration between government agencies score 
high in rankings

#1 REGIONAL WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT
Site Selection magazine

#2 BEST BUSINESS CLIMATE
Business Facilities magazine

TOP OF THE LIST

#4 BEST BUSINESS  
TAX CLIMATE
Business Facilities magazine

  RANK       CITY                                            POPULATION

1 CHARLOTTE 944,742
2 RALEIGH 500,639
3 GREENSBORO 306,762
4 DURHAM 300,907
5 WINSTON-SALEM 259,045
6 FAYETTEVILLE 211,756
7 CARY 187,386
8 WILMINGTON 126 ,256
9 HIGH POINT 117,681
10 CONCORD 115,053
11 ASHEVILLE 98,270
12 GREENVILLE 96,985
13 GASTONIA 85,636
14 APEX 75,117
15 JACKSONVILLE 73,494
16 HUNTERSVILLE 66,955
17 CHAPEL HILL 64,785
18 BURLINGTON 61,729
19 MOORESVILLE 59,494
20 WAKE FOREST 59,205
21 KANNAPOLIS 58,783
22 ROCKY MOUNT 56,030
23 WILSON 49,670
24 HOLLY SPRINGS 49,056

25 HICKORY 46,026
26 INDIAN TRAIL 45,045
27 FUQUAY-VARINA 44,246
28 MONROE 39,256
29 GARNER 38,569
30 SALISBURY 38,206
31 NEW BERN 35,266
32 GOLDSBORO 35,207
33 MORRISVILLE 34,021
34 LELAND 33,065
35 SANFORD 32,813
36 CORNELIUS 32,632
37 CURRITUCK 32,545
38 STATESVILLE 31,537
39 CLAYTON 31,312
40 MATTHEWS 30,761
41 MINT HILL 28,761
42 KERNERSVILLE 28,349
43 THOMASVILLE 28,082
44 ASHEBORO 28,051
45 WAXHAW 24,176
46 KNIGHTDALE 22,683
47 SHELBY 22,168
48 CLEMMONS 2 1 , 8 57
49 CARRBORO 21,494
50 HARRISBURG 21 , 358

LARGEST CITIES

source: N.C. Office of State Budget  
and Management 
(Population as of July 1, 2023)

AROUND THE STATE  |  BY THE NUMBERS

#2
AMERICA’S TOP STATE  
FOR BUSINESS
CNBC cable business network

#4 TOP U.S. BUSINESS 
CLIMATES 
Site Selection magazine

#7 TOP STATES FOR WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING 
Area Development magazine

#5 BEST STATE TO 
START A BUSINESS 
Forbes magazine
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REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS

AROUND THE STATE  |  FOR MORE INFORMATION

CHARLOTTE REGIONAL 
BUSINESS ALLIANCE
ROBERT MCCUTCHEON, CEO
330 S. Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28202
charlotteregion.com  |  704-378-1300

Serves Alexander, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, 
Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly and Union 
counties in North Carolina and four South Carolina counties.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
PARTNERSHIP OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHRISTOPHER CHUNG, CEO
clientservices@edpnc.com 
150 Fayetteville Street, Suite 1200
Raleigh, NC 27601
edpnc.com  |  919-447-7777

Serves the state, working with regional and local partners 
to help businesses relocate and grow.

MOUNTAIN WEST PARTNERSHIP
JOSH CARPENTER, DIRECTOR
josh@gownc.org  
125 Bonnie Lane
Sylva, NC 28779
gownc.org   |  828-586-1962

Serves Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon  
and Swain counties and Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. 

NORTH CAROLINA GLOBAL 
TRANSPARK ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT REGION
MARK POPE, PRESIDENT
mark.pope@ncgtpedr.com
2780 Jetport Road
Kinston, NC 28504
ncgtpedr.com  |  252-775-6180

Serves Greene, Lenoir, and Wayne counties and the  
North Carolina Global TransPark. 
 

NCEAST ALLIANCE
VANN ROGERSON, PRESIDENT AND CEO
rogerson@nceast.org
209 E. Fifth Street 
Greenville, NC 27858
nceast.org  |  252-482-4333

Serves Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Craven, 
Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Edgecombe, Gates, Greene, Halifax, 
Hertford, Hyde, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, Northampton, 
Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrrell, 
Washington, Wayne and Wilson counties.

NORTH CAROLINA’S SOUTHEAST
STEVE YOST, PRESIDENT
locate@ncse.org
707 W. Broad Street, P.O. Box 2556
Elizabethtown, NC 28337
ncse.org  |  910-862-8511

Serves Anson, Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus,  
Craven, Cumberland, Duplin, Hoke, Lenoir, Montgomery, Moore, 
New Hanover, Onslow, Pender, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland and 
Wayne counties.

PIEDMONT TRIAD PARTNERSHIP
MIKE FOX, PRESIDENT AND CEO
info@ptpnc.com
416 Gallimore Dairy Road, Suite M
Greensboro, NC 27409
piedmonttriadnc.com  |  336-668-4556

Serves Alamance, Caswell, Davidson, Davie,  
Forsyth, Guilford, Montgomery, Randolph,  
Rockingham, Stokes, Surry and Yadkin counties.

RESEARCH TRIANGLE 
REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP
RYAN COMBS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
rcombs@researchtriangle.org
P.O. Box 110351 
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
researchtriangle.org  |  919-670-2819

Serves Chatham, Durham, Franklin, Granville,  
Harnett, Johnston, Lee, Nash, Person, Wake, Warren  
and Wilson counties and Research Triangle Park.
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EDPNC BUSINESS / INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPMENT AND RECRUITMENT
CLIENT SERVICES
919-447-7744
clientservices@edpnc.com
edpnc.com

EDPNC EXPORT ASSISTANCE
Mike Hubbard, director
of international trade
919-447-7757
mike.hubbard@edpnc.com
edpnc.com/start-or-grow-a-business/
export-assistance

EDPNC TOURISM
Wit Tuttell, vice president
919-447-7740
wit.tuttell@visitnc.com 
visitnc.com

GOLDEN LEAF FOUNDATION
Scott Hamilton, president 
252-442-7474 
shamilton@goldenleaf.org 
goldenleaf.org

N.C. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Susan Fleetwood, executive director  
of economic development
919-814-4605 
sfleetwood@nccommerce.com
nccommerce.com

N.C. BOARD OF SCIENCE,  
TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION
John Hardin, executive director
919-814-4639
jhardin@nccommerce.com
nccommerce.com/sti

NORTH CAROLINA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
Liz Dobbins-Smith, managing director
888-246-2332
liz@nceda.org
nceda.org

STATE LIBRARY OF NORTH CAROLINA
Susan Forbes, assistant state librarian
919-814-6786
susan.forbes@ncdcr.gov
statelibrary.ncdcr.gov	

UNC SYSTEM
General administration
919-962-1000
northcarolina.edu

N.C. COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM
John Loyack, vice president of 
economic development
919-807-7150
loyackj@nccommunitycolleges.edu
nccommunitycolleges.edu	

NORTH CAROLINA INDEPENDENT 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
A. Hope Williams, president
919-832-5817
williams@ncicu.org
ncicu.org

NORTH CAROLINA  
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS
Andrea Bushnell, CEO
336-294-1415
abushnell@ncrealtors.org
ncrealtors.org

NORTH CAROLINA LEAGUE 
OF MUNICIPALITIES 
Rose Vaughn Williams, executive 
director 
919-715-3930
nclm.org	

NORTH CAROLINA CHAMBER
Gary Salamido, president and CEO
919-836-1403
gsalamido@ncchamber.com
ncchamber.com	  

N.C. STATE PORTS AUTHORITY 
Brian Clark, executive director
910-763-1621
brian.clark@ncports.com
ncports.com


